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junctions that flowed freely.
WIDENING

Beyond the interchanges, the
Pproject also involves the widening
of 23 km of motorway to three
lanes in the south and four in the
north. This aspect has been aided
by the original motorway design,
constructed in the early 1990s,
which featured a 15 m wide central
reservation.

"The original design has made
widening easier because we didn't
need to take land from the outside, ”
said Mr Neuling. “Also, bar one, we
didn't have to widen any bridges
and we've been able to keep
the hard shoulders in place. The
foresight shown in construction of
the original M50 has certainly paid
dividends now,” he said.

The sheer scale of the project is
most starkly defined by the volume
of equipment. Kevin McHugh from
Shannon Valley Hire told CE, “We
have over 60 excavators on site,
the majority of which are Hitachi,
that are being used for excavations
and placing, site clearance, the
installation of drainage and
stripping of top soil. We are also
supplying dump trucks, dozers and
compactors.

“This project has been highly
pressurised and involved major
planning and logistics in order
to meet deadlines as work has
progressed,” he told CE. “For us,

providing so much equipment has Junction 1, where the M50 meets the M1, has been substantially

been a major achievement.” enlarged to improve traffic flow, a key aspect of the project, as

COMPLICATED rather than tolling, payments will be made for lanes kept open
once the widening project is complete.

Widening of the M50 has
necessitated a fine balance between
traffic management, speed of
construction and innovative designs
to aid traffic flow. As Mr Neuling
told CE, "This is a most complicated
road project, much more so than
the widening of the M25 London
orbital across in the UK because of
the complexity of the work at the

interchanges.” ce
Coverage is reproduced under licence from the NLA, CLA or other copyrightowner. No further copying (including the +44 (0) 20_7264 4700
. printing of digital cuttings), digital reproductions or forwarding is permitted exceptunder licence from the NLA, mfo@precq.se.co.UK
reCISe http:/Awww.nla.co.uk (for newspapers) CLA, http//www.cla.co.uk (for books & magazines) or other copyright body www.precise.co.uk



Client: Atkins Media Coverage

Source: Construction Europe
Date: 01 December 2009

Page: 46,47
Circulation: 12953
Size: 852cm2
Value: 6994.92
->

Atkins designed a new bolt-

in-place, steel section, 3 m Earﬂsandremforwnanwork
long pre-cast cantilever unit is underway at junction 6 where
' that has enabled contractors to i e e
construct complete bridges in has reconfigured this junction
just four weeks. to incorporate a five span

viaduct in place of a tunnel that

was proposed in the original

NRA approved plans.
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Shannon Valley Hire has supplied much of the equipment for the widening of the M50 including
graders, such as this Caterpillar 160H, and more than 60 excavators.
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