Publication: Waterford News & Star

Date: Tuesday, May 04, 2010
Page: 21

Extract: 1 of 2

Circulation: 9.800

Author:

Headline: Elevated Tramore Road is part of Nature Park plan

TRAMORE ROAD RE-OPENING:

Elevated Tramore Road i
part of Nature Park plan

DECADES of severe flooding on the
main Tramore Road between the
Superquinn and Ballindud round-

with ecological input from Atkins
Global, under the general supervision
of Waterford City Council. The con-

abouts are finally over following  tractor is Bowen Construction Limit-
major work undertaken by the City
Council in the past three months.

At a cost of €2m the level of the
road was raised by varying amounts
from 100mm to 700mm and a new
walkway is also provided from the
Blackrock to Ballindud.

With the road now fully open to
traffic, the City Council’s Senior Engi-
neer, Frank Roche said that the incon-
venience of the road closure is over
but the final tarmacadam surface will
only be laid in six months time once
settlement has taken place.

That will raise the level of the road
a further six inches and if their pre-
dictions are correct that will mean
even in the worst weather the road
will only flood once in every 10 years.

The work undertaken by the City
Council is part of the overall plan for
the proposed Waterford Nature Park
being created within the Kilbarry Bog.

Already there is a sense of entering
a bog and wetlands area as the road
takes motorists, pedestrians and cyclists |8
fom the entrance 1o the Kingfisher peputy Mayor Davy Daniels, removes the cones to open the Tramore Road. Photo: Joe Evans
Leisure Centre out to Ballybeg. That
will become evenmore apparentwhen
the final surface is laid in about six
months time.

“This is not meant to be a high-speed
road. We want people to be aware that
they are entering a park areaand at the
moment there isa recommended max-
imum speed limit of 45km per hour,”
said Frank Roche.

The original road has been nar-
rowed slightly to accommodate new
barriers on either side and at some
pointin the funtre acycle lane may also
be accommodated on the road itself.

Alleviating flooding and retaining the
integrity of the bog and wetlands area
involved a complex and ditficult design

butallconcerned can now take a bow for
the way engineering works were bal-
anced against conservation.

In addition to the work from the
Superquinn to Ballindud roundabouts
the overali flood relief project involved
the provision of flood defences to the

Green Road and the cost of all the work
came trom the Office of PUBLIC WOTKS.

The design team was led by Mal-
one O'Regan Consulting Engineers,







